THE GREAT STONE VIADUCT
HISTORICAL EDUCATION SOCIETY
BUS TOUR
December 16, 2012
A viewing of significant architectural
remnants of the B & O Railroad
nearly 160
after the completion of the road
to Wheeling, Virginia
on Christmas Eve 1852
Including a tour of

The Great Stone Viaduct, Bellaire, Ohio
Roseby’s Rock, Roseby’s Rock, Wva.
And
The B & O Passenger Depot, Wheeling, Wva.
Visit us at www.greatstoneviaduct.org for
more upcoming events
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THE GREAT STONE VIADUCT
The Great Stortline between the East and West
Constructed 1870 to 1871

Construction of this Great Stone Viaduct began in 1870 at Union Street as an
Ohio approach to the railroad bridge spanning the Ohio River. It was completed to
Rose Hill in April 1871, and the entire bridge span connecting Ohio to West Virginia,
of which the Viaduct is a part, was opened to rail traffic on June 21, 1871. Jointly
constructed by the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and the Central Ohio Railroad, its
sandstone piers rise in varying heights 10 to 20 feet above the streets, from which are
placed 43 stone arches supported by 37 ring stones (18 on each side of a keystone)
intended to symbolize a united Union consisting of 37 states. Placed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1976, this Ohio River crossing became known as the
"Great Shortline to the West." The western portion of the bridge, which continues to
portray its original beauty despite neglect by CSX, was abandoned and rails removed
in 1996. The eastern portion of the bridge was transferred by CSX and is now owned
by the Wheeling & Lake Erie Railway, and it continues to carry the freight and
commodities of the nation.
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ROSEBY’S ROCK
Site of the closing of the railroad track of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
Christmas Eve 1852

At the site of the closing of the track of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad lay a large
boulder which thousands of years earlier had dislodged itself and toppled from the
high hill to its resting place near the clear waters of Grave Creek. In December of
1852, the final track connecting the tidewater at Baltimore with the freshwater of the
Ohio River was completed near the site of this boulder on Christmas Eve. Roseby
Carr was one foreman in charge of a track gang approaching this site, and when the
last spike was driven and the iron road completed, this rock became a monument to
the almost impossible feat of crossing the Allegheny Mountains with a railroad.
Stone-masons in the employ of the railroad engraved the memorial to this event.
Twenty-five years after commencement of construction in Baltimore, and with a
skeptical public watching its slow progress, the rails now traveled over 113 bridges
and through 11 tunnels a distance of 379 miles to Wheeling, Virginia. The mystic
train now entered the Ohio Valley and ushered in a new era between East and West.
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THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD
STATION
Wheeling West, Virginia
The Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad Passenger Station,
that currently houses West
Virginia Northern
Community College, was “
the B & O’s Magnificent
Present to Wheeling”
opened on September 2,
1908.
The four story
structure was built at a cost
in excess of $300,000.00 in
the Beaux-Arts Classicism
designed by M. A. Long of
the B & O Engineering Department. The building was built by crews of the railroad
company. The building is rectangular measuring 250 feet in length, and 89.5 feet in
depth. Characteristic of the Beaux-Arts Classicism design is the mansard roof with
dormer windows, Doric limestone columns, and three large cartouches over each main
entrance bearing the engraved “B & O” insignia of the Railroad. The words
“Baltimore and Ohio Railroad” are engraved into the stone above the cartouches and
the columns.
The structure was selected in
1975 as the new home of West Virginia
Northern Community College and was
renovated at a cost of 3.4 million
dollars. The renovation did not destroy
the exterior design of the structure, and
today, this passenger station, now 104
years of age, continues to be that
“magnificent present” from the B & O
to Wheeling.
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